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Abstract: The paper presents qualitative case studies with a series of interviews of 
professional actors in the building process and municipalities, a mapping of the 
development within Norwegian municipal planning, climate adaptation, and institutional 
vulnerability towards climate change during the last decade. In addition, an ongoing 
qualitative, expert interview-based study contributes to the empirical background of the 
paper. The findings are discussed towards other research and theory. Despite a steadily 
increasing focus on climate change impacts, both globally and in Norway, incorporation 
of climate adaptive measures are still deficit in municipal planning. The legal framework 
impose the responsibility of performing risk and vulnerability analyses on to the 
municipalities. Further, local authorities are to incorporate findings from the analyses 
into local plans at appropriate levels. However, risk reduction and climate resilience are 
still unsatisfactory attended to in a large share of Norwegian municipalities. There seem 
to be a gap between political and administrative levels in communicating bilateral 
expectations and needs for incorporation of climate adaptive measures. Climate adapted 
local planning is in demand by the professional actors of the building process, both for 
new buildings and for renovation/upgrading projects, to obtain a climate resilient built 
environment. What are the most important barriers that limit the municipal attention to 
climate adaptation? What are the necessary drivers to ensure the demanded resilience in 
the built environment? Are the barriers and drivers corresponding at different authority 
levels? How can the municipalities overcome these barriers and employ the drivers? 
A main driver for obtaining mapping of risks and vulnerabilities, planning of danger 
zones, and preventive protection measures (e.g. against flooding) is the occurrence of 
extreme weather events. Among obstacles to incorporating relevant climate related issues 
into local planning, our findings point to lacking collaboration both in the development of 
local planning, and both intra-municipal collaboration and cooperation between 
neighbouring municipalities. Further, guidelines are available to ease the development of 
more climate adaptive and –resilient plans, but do not necessarily serve as intended.  
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